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when it has reached its grand climacteric, and is on the rond
towai'ds transmuting itself into a patrician gens, or into an
aristocracy. But they are far too stiff and cramping to be
endured while the group is struggling for predominance and
territory; they would certainly hinder more than help; nor,
as has been said above, is it possible to believe any great
clan to have reall}" and literally descended from a few families.
"What, then, were the actual forces and circumstances Tvhifh
produced the pure clan as it now exists ? If we are to search
for traces of the process of the gathering together of the
group before it becomes a clan of descent, we must examine
die still more primitive societies which exist below and around
the clans in the same region.

Let us move our camp from the north-western plains, where
we met our Herakleid, toward the low hill-tracts and endless
jungles of scrubby woodland which ran for hundreds of miles
across the centre of .India, on the south of the more open
country settled by the great Aryan clans. Here is the place
of meeting of what is called a Border Punehayat, which means
a meeting 'of arbitrators, under the presidency of one or two
English officers, upon the marches of two or three native
States to inquire into and settle cases of raids, and to award
compensation for injuries and losses, among the half-savage
tribes along these borders. The tract is mainly peopled by
the aboriginal tribe of Bheels, and the headman of a Bheel
village is being examined touching a recent foray. A very
black little man, with a wisp of cloth around his long ragged
hair, stands fofth, bow and quiver in hand, swears by the
dog, and speaks out sturdily: " Here is the herd we lifted;
we render back all but three cows, of which two we roasted
and eat on the spot after harrying the village, and the third
we sold for a keg of liquor to wash down the flesh. As for
the Brahman we shot in the scuffle, we will pay the proper
blood-money/' A slight shudder runs througli the high-
caste Hindu officials who record this candid statement; a
sympathetic grin flits across the face of a huge Afighan, \vho has
come wandering down for service or gang robbery into these
jungles, where he is to the Bheels as a shark among small pike;